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Web Links for the Small and Medium Sized Enterprise
Prepared on for 




by Duncan Williamson
A series of links for the SME from

· Business Link

· The Inland Revenue
· The BBC

· The NatWest Bank

We have provided you with links on three levels:

1 home page of the site: URL given here

2 links to major sections: URL given here

3 links to sub sections: URL found in the major section and note that these sections can be very detailed and highly focused

From Business Link: www.businesslink.gov.uk
Starting up

http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/bdotg/action/layer?r.l1=1073858796&r.s=m&topicId=1073858805
Before you start
· The no-nonsense guide 

· Considering starting up? 

· Finding and managing the money 

Forming and naming your business
· Business names & structures 

· Buying a business 

Your workplace
· Choosing and setting up premises 

· Keeping the workplace safe and your employees healthy 

Taxes, payroll & returns
· Taxes, records and returns 

· PAYE and National Insurance 

Employing and developing people
· Becoming an employer for the first time 

· Managing and developing staff 

· Dealing with employee problems 

Managing your business
· Sales and marketing 

· Financial control, operations and transport 

· Contracts, suppliers and fair trading 

· IT for start ups 

· Importing and exporting 

· Protecting your business & ideas 

· Choosing advisers and services 

Key Guides in this area

Consider the types of business open to you

http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/bdotg/action/layer?topicId=1073863883&r.l1=1073858805&r.s=rg
· Sole trader

· Partnership

· Limited liability partnership (LLP)

· Limited liability company

· Franchise

· Social enterprise

Tax advantages for those starting up in business

http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/bdotg/action/layer?topicId=1073948907&r.l1=1073858805&r.s=rg
· checklist of tax advantages for new businesses

Prepare a business plan

· Checklist: what the plan should include

· The executive summary

· Your business, its products and markets

· Marketing and sales

· Your team's skills

· Your operations

· Financial forecasts

· Your financial requirements

· Tips on preparing your plan

Products & patents

http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/bdotg/action/layer?r.s=tl&topicId=1073858796
Key Guides in this Area

Patent your ideas

http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/bdotg/action/layer?topicId=1073938226&r.l1=1073858796&r.s=rg
· What is a patent?

· Can I get a patent?

· Respect other people's patents

· Should I get a patent?

· How to apply for a patent

· Where does my patent apply?

· License your patent

· Defend your patent

Manage your research, design and development

http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/bdotg/action/layer?topicId=1074003278&r.l1=1073858796&r.s=rg
· What is research, design and development?

· Commercial benefits of research and development

· Research and development - investment and risks

· Managing research and development projects

· Managing the design process

· Government support for research and development

Copyright your ideas

http://www.businesslink.gov.uk/bdotg/action/layer?topicId=1073942615&r.l1=1073858796&r.s=rg
· What does copyright cover?

· How can copyright help my business?

· How do I copyright my work?

· Respect other people's copyright

· Protect your copyright

· Contractors and copyright

From The Inland Revenue: www.inlandrevenue.gov.uk
Starting up in Business

http://www.inlandrevenue.gov.uk/businesses/tmastarting-up-in-business.shtml
· I don't know very much - take me to a beginner's guide to working for myself/setting up a business.
We'll take you to a guide, on the Government's Business Link site, to all aspects of starting up in business.

· I need to register as self-employed - take me to the form.
You can phone us on 08459 15 45 15 to register or you can fill in the form online and post it to us (this takes less than 15 minutes).

· I'm not sure whether I should be registered as self-employed - help me decide
Read our guidance on deciding whether or not you're self-employed. 

· What do I need to know about tax and NI?
Read our introduction to the business taxes and National Insurance, with links to more information from the Inland Revenue and other government websites.

Registering for Tax and National Insurance Contributions as a Self Employed Person

http://www.inlandrevenue.gov.uk/startingup/register.htm
File our Corporate Tax return and accounts

Payment of Corporation Tax

http://www.inlandrevenue.gov.uk/ctsa/payment.htm
Corporation Tax Online

https://online.inlandrevenue.gov.uk/application?AffGroup=org
Contact us

http://www.inlandrevenue.gov.uk/menus/contactus.shtml
From The BBC: www.bbc.co.uk
A guide to debt management

By Clive Lewis 
Chairman of the Better Payment Practice Group

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/3202464.stm
	Knowing when to call it a day


By Peter Ibbetson 
Head of NatWest Business Banking 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/3116628.stm
	A guide to start-up pitfalls


By Laura Cummings 
BBC News Online business reporter 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/3122487.stm
'I turned my hobby into a business'

By Brian Wheeler 
BBC News Online business reporter 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/3054748.stm
The small business panel of experts

A panel of experts on small business answered questions from BBC News Online readers. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/2960156.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/3189091.stm
Start-up support 
Judith Rutherford, head of Business Link for London 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/3189357.stm
Legal issues 
David Ladds, law lecturer, King's College London 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/3034922.stm
Marketing & brands 
Simon Edwards, marketing director at Cobra Beer 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/2961808.stm
Corporate responsibility 
Anita Roddick, founder of The Body Shop 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/2959192.stm
Business growth 
David Wilkinson, partner at Ernst & Young 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/2959106.stm
Consumer issues 
Liz Barclay, presenter of Radio 4's You and Yours programme 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/2959284.stm
Management 
Nigel Nicholson, professor, London Business School 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/2958932.stm
Banking & finance 
Peter Ibbetson, head of NatWest Business Banking 

From NatWest Bank: www.natwest.com
Basic Business Management Guide

http://www.natwest.com/smallbusiness/guides/basicmanagement/index.asp?navid=SBS/FINANCIAL_GUIDES/BASIC_MANAGEMENT_GUIDE
There are links to the following sections

· Business Insurance

Insurance increases your business overheads but is absolutely essential - indeed, some insurance is compulsory (such as employers' liability and motor), but it makes sense to cover yourself against other contingencies (such as theft or fire)....

· Computer Systems 

There is hardly a business around today that does not have at least one desktop personal computer (PC)....

· eMail and Internet

Electronic communication helps us do business faster and with many more people than ever before....

· Environmental Issues

Business has become more involved in the movement to protect the environment from industrial impact....

· Securing Premises

Crime needs to be managed like any other business risk....

· Using Consultants

Managing the varied demands a small business, you often feel that you are required to be a master of all trades....

· News & Hot Topics

The latest information to help make your business a success... 

These links were live as at 28 December 2003 and www.magentacircle.co.uk provides these links as a service to visitors and cannot be held responsible for the contents of sites over which it has no control.
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